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Bost?ln Bar / Nogth Bend
ancement Society

PO Box 251, Boston Bar, BC, VOK1CO
Dear Community Members,

The society is a Charitable Mon-Profit Society that provides a variety of social services to the small
communities of Boston Bar and North Bend and the surrounding areas in the Fraser Canyon. We have
been operating since 1993.

We provide family programs for preschool children and their parents andfor caretakers via our federally

funded program which also covers a prenatal program for expectant parents and their newbomns. We have
been operating this program for almost 25 years without an increase in program funding during this entire
time.

The society also sponsors multiple programs for the seniors and elders of our community. One example
is the provincially funded Better @ Home program that provides services to keep seniors in their home for
as long as possible. We also take advantage of the federal New Horizons Grant for seniors that we use to
provide many social opportunities for our seniors to get together and stave off social isolation.

We also spearhead events celebrating holidays throughout the year such as Canada Day, Remembrance
Day and Christmas and sponsor the Hallowe'en party for the community.

The society also operates the food bank for our area which is critical to our community, even more so
now, given the dramatic rise in the price of groceries. Over 50% of our community has had to access the
food bank at one time or ancther and 18% regularly use it (2% is the national average).

We are responsible for the main operation of the Boston Bar Community Hall, for which we receive zero
funding. This hall is the gathering place during emergencies as it has its own backup power. During the
November flood of last year, we were able to provide meals and warm shelter for many members of our
community that needed it.

QOur greatest challenge is the lack of funding that will allow us to keep our society operating. Currently all
the work that is required to keep our society going is performed by volunteers, but volunteers run out steam
and it is becoming more and more onerous to find replacements. To run the society, we need to cover our
overhead costs such as internet, phone, and insurance. This year it the insurance went up nearly 50%
through no fault of our own and we have no idea how we can fund this next year or in the future.

Therefore, we are reaching out to you today to request a donation to our society so we can continue to
provide services to our community members in need. A Charitable receipt will be issued upon receipt of
your donaton,

Thank you for your support

Nancy Carmichael

Executive Director
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BOSTON BAR COMMUNITY CHARITIES ASSOCIATION

We have been awarded a grant of $15,000 from ETSI (Economic Trust of the Southern Interior).

This money is for a project titled &Boston Bar Ec
business possibilities for this community. Weére
maybe bring in some younger families (housing is still very inexpensive here). In short, we want to

do something that would help revitalise this community.

|l ysi s, & meaning a study
hat would create a few |

Many ideas for businesses have been tossed around: a microbrewery, an outdoor adventure pro-
gram, tourist attractions, restaurants, hotels, etc., etc. A hired consultant will study these and other
possibilities to create a market survey. If there is a promising project, we will seek investment. No
promises at this point.

The actual work will take place this coming sprin

we el | be open to coll ect
ing your ideas.

What do you think would work here? Talk to us: Amber, Margaret, Tom.
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